CHAPTER XIV
POWERFUL PRESS

How many of us in India know that Japan an Oriental country has
beaten Europe and America not only in producing cheap textiles
and sundries, but also produces the best and cheapest newspapers
in the world, and the circulation of those papers is in millions not
thousands Largest newspapers of Britain claim circulation of tt\o
millions, but will you believe it that the Osaka Maintcht and the
Osaka Asahi (which have also their simultaneous publications in To
kyo) have a total circulation of 3 millions (30 lakhs) I am sure if all
the newspapers in India pool their circulations together, they can not
beat one paper of Japan In Japan poorest papers have circulations ex
ceeding 50,000 Then do you know that these newspapers have their
army of Aeroplanes and hundreds of pigeons who carry messages,
photo films etc from one corner of the country to the other (I will
deal with the subject in the third edition) Isow let me tell you
something about the newspapers of Japan

Ownership and Organization

Concomitantly with the cultural and economic development of
the country, the number of newspapers in Japan has been increasing
annually There were 1,280 at the end of 1931, but by the end of the
next year they had increased to 1,330 Most of the \\ell know n papers
are organized into companies, the number of which at the end of
1931 was 221, and the authorized capital of which amounted to

All the papers in Japan are privately owned and managed , mere
is no paper directly under Government ownership and management